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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


There seems to be a wide-spread feeling in the 
_ profession that some memorial of the ‘late Professor 
Robertson should be secured. At the recent meet- 
ings of the Royal Counties’ and of the Central Ve- 
terinary Medical Societies the subject was alluded 
to, ‘and the members unanimously offered to sub- 
scribe to such an object. The students of the Royal 
Veterinary College moved in the matter some time 
ago, but unfortunately their efforts seem to have led 
to no practical result. They collected subscriptions 
amounting to something less than £100 and ordered 
« bronze bust of the Professor. The work has been 
executed in clay by an eminent sculptor, and now 
only awaits funds for its completion. It is not 
likely that the students will be able to raise sufficient 
contributions amongst themselves to obtain the per- 
manent memorial and it is desirable that the mem- 
bers of the profession should come forward. Of 
course the students will naturally expect some 
memorial to be placed in the school where the Pro- 
fessor’s labours were most directly felt. The pro- 
fession will as naturally require the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to be the site of their 
memento to a man who did his best for the calling 
of which he was a conspicuous ornament. By join- 
ing forces both the students and the profession may 
easily attain both their objects. The cost of the 
two busts is not near double the price of one, and 
we sincerely hope some joint committee will soon 
be formed to carry out the purpose which every 
one feels is being delayed. Our annual meeting in 
May might probably see the whole thing completed 
if only a meeting were called to arrange matters. 
Once put on a business footing the profession would 
not be slow to respond to any appeal. 


In our Notes and News we print two paragraphs from 
daily papers concerning deaths from hydrophobia which 
deserve a passing remark. In a case at Portsmouth the 
deceased was bitten on the face about three months anterior 
to the development of symptoms. The medical evidence 
was to the effect that the case was undoubtedly one of hy- 
drophobia, and the Coroner’s jury returned a verdict ac- 
cordingly. Then comes the strange statement ‘the dog by 
which deceased was bitten was traced and shot.” If this 
be true we can only say the authorities at Portsmouth show 
a lamentable ignorance of the disease, and that it isa pity 
enquiries were not made for some other bite than that in- 
flicted by a dog which was alive three months after its 
attack upon the man. No dog ever recovered from rabies, 
ro case of rabies ever lasted over nine days, and it is ab- 
solutely certain that no dog can produce hydrophobia by a 
bite unless it is rabid. The cause of this death was attri- 
buted to the wrong dog. 


_ In the other case, reported from Burnley, no bite of a dog 
is mentioned, the symptoms are very unsatisfactorily de- 
scribed and the house-surgeon said: ‘he had made a post- 
mortem examination and found that the deceased had died 
from hydrophobia.” We do not dispute the correctness of 
Dr. Hart’s diagnosis, but if it was founded only on the 
post-mortem appearances we should be glad to know what 
lesions he considered pathognomonic. In the lower animals 
we know no signs by which the disease can be diagnosed 
post-mortem, and we do not believe that any positive proof of 
the nature of the disease can be obtained except by 
inoculation. 


ARTICLES AND CASES. 


ECTOPIC FQA:TATION (ABDOMINAL) IN 
BLACK-FACED EWE. 


By Joun Fereusoy, M.R.C.V.S., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy, Glasgow Vety. College. 


At the request of Principal McCall, I send the 
following sketch of a case, which from its rather 
uncommon occurrence may not be without some 
interest to the Members of the Profession. 

History.—A_black-faced ewe, the property of 
Allan Gilmour Esq., of Eaglesham, near Glasgow, 
was bought along with a number of other ewes in 
October 1887, for breeding purposes. 

Leicester rams were put among the ewes in 
November of the same year, and removed on Ist 
January, 1888. At the lambing season a number 
of the ewes were found to be barren, these were 
retained for home use and killed as required. The 
ewe, the subject of this article, was the last killed, 
and the fattest of the lot. 

Nothing unusual had been noticed during life, 
and her condition was never suspected until she 
was killed and the abdominal cavity opened. Think- 
ing the condition found therein rather peculiar and 
interesting, Mr. Gilmour sent the abnormality (a 
foetus) to the Glasgow Veterinary College on the 
6th December last, with the following description : 

“The lamb which I send you was found lying 
on the right side, well back behind the ribs, and 
attached to the thin flank of the mother’s abdominal 
cavity, in fact resting on the lowermost skin of the 


belly.” 

When the foetus was examined the following were 
revealed :— 

It was a female, well developed, and covered 
with wool all over, except at the point of its attach- 
ment to the maternal abdominal wall. A part of 
the right flank of the mother was still attached to 
the left lateral aspect of the footus. This attach- 
ment was not by any means intimate, there being 
no real union, but simply that which arose from the 
co-adaptation of the foetal membranes to the mater- 
nal peritoneum. 

The body of the lamb was quite fresh, and showed 
neither signs of mummification nor putrefaction. 
In point of size, it did not differ from an ordinary 
full time intra-uterine foetus. 

From the position which it had occupied in its 
mother’s abdomen it was very much twisted, the 
back being arched to such an extent as to forma 
semi-circle. ‘The neck was turned in spiral form 
from left to right, so that the nose was where the 
poll should have been, and vice-versa. Besides 
this spiral turn, the neck was twisted downwards 
and backwards, the head being carried outside the 
off fore limb, and resting on the right flank. Both 
the hind limbs were very much bent, every joint 
being flexed to its fullest extent. The fore limbs 
were much in the same condition, the flexion of the 
off fore arm was so extreme that the knee occupied 
almost the same position as the ssoulder joint. 
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On examining the head, the lower jaw was found 
projecting beyond the upper to a considerable ex- 
tent. 

The eyelids on the near side were adherent and 
had to be incised before gaining an entrance into 
the orbital cavity, which was empty, no trace of an 
eye being present. On the off side the eyelids did 
not adhere to the same extent, an eye was present, 
but very rudimentary, being composed only of the 
sclerotic coat and cornea, The other parts of the 
head were normal. 

On opening the abdominal cavity, the umbilical 
apparatus appeared to be the same as in any 
ordinary foetus, the liver was large, the bowels 
dark in colour, flabby to the feel, and partly de- 
composed. When the chest was opened, the ribs 
(from the pressure to which the sides of the chest 
had been subjected while in the mother’s abdomen) 
were squeezed together to such an extent as almost 
to occlude the thoracic cavity. The heart was (on 
account of this compression) much flattened laterally, 
the lungs were small, smooth, and felt like liver, 
since they never had been aerated. 

On calculation, we find that it must have been 
in its mother’s abdomen for at least eleven months, 
Mr. Gilmour’s manager suggests that it might have 
been there for years, but had that been the case we 
should have expected mummification to have set 


in, of which there was not the slightest trace. 


The point of great interest, viz., from what vessel 
or vessels of the mother the foetus drew its nutri- 
ment, or what were its maternal attachments, on 
account of its being removed from the abdomen 
before our examination, we of course cannot state, 
and therefore do not feel inclined to surraise. 


THE CORRECTION OF THE REGISTER, 
By Jas. I. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S. 


An Editorial note in The Record for February 
16th may lead Members of the Profession who are not 
well acquainted with the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 
to believe that the revision of a Register is a simple 
and speedy process: With your permission—and 
as the mover of the Resolution to the effect that 
the Registrar should proceed with all practicable 
speed to issue a reliable Register--I should like 
Members of the Profession to know that the re- 
moval of a man’s name cannot take place until 
sufficient proof is given that he is either dead or 
has ceased to practice, and that no alteration of 
addresses can take place until clear proof of such 
alteration has taken place. 

That it is not a simple operation, bnt one re- 
quiring an immense amount of labour, patience, 
and care on the part of the Registrar, 1 will as 
briefly as I can demonstrate to you. 

As long back as March last, Register No, 3 
(Registered Practitioners) appeared to me much too 
large with its army some 9U9 strong: it also struck 
me that the publication year after year of this long 
list was unfair to the Members of the Profession, 
and misleading to any of the public who chanced 


to see it: moreover. it was suspected, and not with- 
out good reason that a system of personation was 
being carried on by relatives of deceased or re- 
tired Registered Practitioners: I therefore at the 
Quarterly Meeting of the Counéil, held on April 
3rd, gave notice of my intention to move the reso- 
lution I have referred to. At the next Council 
Meeting, held on July 26th, it was proposed by 
myself and seconded by Dr. Fleming, that the 
work should commence forthwith, and that the 
Secretary should be allowed sufficient assistance 
to enable him to carry out the work. 

I urged as a reason for the necessity of this 
revision, that 909 names appeared on the first pub- 
lished list of Registered Practitioners and that 
although eight years had passed, only 45 deaths, or 
intimations of retirement had been reported to the 
Registrar—or under 6 per annum. I argued that 
the present list was misleading, as although a large 
number of very young men took full advantage of 
the Act, yet a large proportion of those admitted to 
Registration were old country farriers far beyond 
middle age, and it was unreasonable to suppose 
that the death-rate in their ranks was less than 
in that of our own. 

From the date when the Council agreed to my 
proposition, both the Registrar and Council were 
bound to act strictly in accordance with the in- 


structions contained in the Veterinary Surgeons’ 


Act; (Sec. 5 sub-sec. 4). 

Thus, a notice is directed to be sent to a person 
“inquiring whether or not he has ceased practice 
or has changed his address;” the replies are 
waited for “and if the Registrar does not within 
three months after sending the notice receive any 
auswer thereto from such person, the Registrar may 
within fourteen days after the expiration of the three 
months send him by post in a registered letter 
another notice referring to the first notice, and stat- 
ing that no answer has been received, and if the 
Registrar does not within one month after sending 
the second notice receive any answer thereto” his 
name may be removed. Then comes the work of 
dealing with doubtful and suspicious cases by the 
Registration Committee, and consultations with the 
Solicitor. 

Now, I have good reason to believe that in this 
work no time has been lost by the Registrar—the 
work is now complete—but it will be seen from 
my remarks that to arrive at this stage not less 
than eight months had to elapse from the date of 
my giving notice of motion. The result of the in- 
vestigation is to reduce the Army of 861 in 1888 to 
as near as possible 748. Year by year these num- 
bers will be reduced and there are doubtless many 
of the younger members of the Profession who will 
live to see this “ Registered Practitioners’” Regis- 
ter containing only some half-dozen names. 

I intimated some time ago my intention of ask- 


‘ing the Council to deal in a similar manner with 


the Register of Members of the Cullege, but con- 
sidering the amount of work required of the Regis- 
trar, it would have been unadvisable to deal with 
two Registers at one and the same time; at the 
next meeting of the Council however, I shall bring 
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the subject forward—having already given notice 
to the Secretary to place it on the Agenda, 


[Our only regret was that both Registers were not recti- 
fied at the same time. The process may be a long one, it is 
certainly not difficult ; and it is almost certain that our own 
list contains 300 names of dead men and 700 not approach- 
able through the post.—Eb. | 


PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISEMENTS. 
By Nacrrema. 


‘« Give me bold advertisement.” —Shakespeare. 


Your correspondents have done well in attempt- 
ing to. ventilate this advertising subject in an ethical 
manner in your columns, and it was a happy sug- 
gestion that the more prominent and prosperous 
members should set their more needy confréres an 
example. 

But it occurs to me that the great difficulty abont 
these advertisements exists in our inability to guage 
the degree and status of the advertisers themselves. 

One member of the R.C.V.S. will add an enormous 
number of letters to his real qualification which 
leads the public to suppose he is one of the savants, 
yet when such individual is exposed in Court as an 
expert witness, the opposing counsel shews him up 
in his true colors, and he goes home a sadder man. 

On this side of the Atlantic (U.S.A.) advertising 
is prohibited, and against the law of ethics ; never- 
theless notwithstanding likewise we find men in 
the profession do advertise and get ahead of your 
English veterinarians, for these public squibs for 
increasing practice are more profound and catching. 
I have enclosed one for you, but not for a reprint, 
unless you think the advertising business is a good 
idea, and wish to give the ‘“ Korrect Kard.” 

We have a Honorary Foreign Associate of the 
Royal College signing Fellow R.C.V.S. on this side, 
and this should not be so. If the H.F.A. is not 
good enough the R.C.V.S. should take it back. 

Now, what is this all done for? Is it not for 
the purpose of getting ahead of neighbouring 
practitioners ? It surely is not for the purpose of 
advancing the profession. 

_Few qualified men advertise nostrums on this 
side, and those who do are case-hardened, will go 
on to the end of time and never blush, but it is sad 
to hear that the van in this direction is being led 
in England by one of your learned professors— 
shame ! 

In two years’ time the profession in England will 
have attained its hundredth year of professional 
life and recognition, by which time, I, as an Anglo- 
American graduate of your College, hope to see 
and hear better things of your professional doings 
and status—only to be attained however by such 
press agitation as you have initiated. 


A horseshoe has been forwarded to Queen Victoria 
by a young girl in San Francisco, who fashioned it 
in her smithy with her own hands, 


LAMENESS OF THE OFF HIND LIMB 
ASSOCIATED WITH RAPID 
ATROPHY or tuk MUSCLES or rue QUARTER. 


By Hammonp, Bale. 


The patient, a bay three-year-old filly, was first 
observed to have a peculiarity in her hind move- 
ments on December 14th, 1887, and when seen by 
me on the 19th, she presented the following symp- 
toms :— 

The off hind leg was kept in a constant state of 
extension and slight abduction, and when she en- 
deavoured to walk it was thrown a considerable 
distance further forward than necessary. When the 
limb was thus extended she was unable to return 
it to its natural position, but on being replaced it 
caused her no pain or inconvenience to sustain a 
portion of her weight. No swelling, abnormal heat, 
or pain on pressure could be detected externally. 
A careful investigation was made per rectum but no 
obstruction to the circulation was found. There 
was a little constitutional disturbance, pulse 54, 
temperature 101 F., appetite rather capricious. 

On December 26th there was no material alteration 
in her general condition, pulse 56, temperature nor- 
mal. On manipulating the gluteal muscles they 
were found to have lost their natural tone and firm-. 
ness. The anal sphincture was also partially re-. 
laxed and drawn to the left. 

January 8th, 1888.—The muscles of the Quarter. 
were now undergoing rapid degeneration and 
atrophy, as also were the gastronemii and flexors 
pedis, but the flexor metatarsi and the extensors 
maintained their tone and vigour. 

January 31st.—A consultation was held with 
another veterinary surgeon, who was of opinion the 
mischief was due to a mechanical injury to the hip 
joint. With this diagnosis I totally disagreed, but 
we both gave an unfavourable prognosis. Being a 
valuable animal, the owner decided to give her a 
few months further trial. 

June 4th.—The muscles clothing the Quarter hive 
now almost entirely disappeared, causing the bones 
to look most conspicuous. The case being con- 
sidered hopeless, the animal was slaughtered. 

I regret I did not perform a more careful post- 
mortem examination, but my main object being to 
convince the owner it was not a case of dislocation 
of the hip joint, I removing all the adjoining 
structures so that he could plainly see the bones su 
sitaé. The remains of the muscles were pale in 
colour, and soft and flabby to the touch. In cutting 
through the ligaments of the pelvis, I was struck 
with the gritty sensation imparted to the knife. On 
opening the abdominal cavity I found calcareous 
infiltration of the left ligament and adjoining por- 
tion of the liver. There was also a similar deposit 
in the tendinous portion of the diaphragm and in 
the ligaments that attach the bowels to the spine. 

Remarks.—After the first week of the patient’s 
illness, I considered we had to deal with a case of 
local paralysis which probably owed its origin to 
defective innervation of the muscles, If a more 


j careful post-mortem examination had been con- 
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ducted it may have led to the discovery of some 
calcareous deposit in the nerve tracts, causing pres- 
sure, and thereby interrupting the nerve currents to 
the muscles. 

My treatment, which consisted mainly of counter- 
irritation and the internal administration of Pot. 
Todid. and Nux Vomica, failed to have any appreci- 
able effect in the case. 


“LARYNGISMUS PARALYTICUS.” 
Doctior oh Doctor, doctis Doctoribus ullis. 


Dr. Fleming accorded the description of my ex- 
poriments such a liberal measure of his distinguished 
consideration, that I feel bound to return the com- 
pliment, and point out a few alterations that might 
improve a future edition of his recent work. In 
the first place I should like to enter a protest 
against the adoption of that atrocious compound 
*‘Laryngismus Paralyticus.” Both words have 
been long enough in vogue to have acquired an un- 
questioned meaning which should forbid their ever 
being forced into the unnatural union in which 
they now appear. If words mean anything, laryn- 
gismus means spasm of the muscles of the larynx. 
In the nomenclature of diseases drawn up by a com- 
mittee of the Royal College of Physicians, which 
comprised a large proportion of the leading phy- 
sicians of our time in this country, laryngismus is 
only found in one connection, i.e., Laryngismus 
Stridulus—idem valent. Spasmus glottidis, Angina 
spastica, Clangor Infantium—all synonymous with 
spasmodic croup—a quite distinct affection from 
whooping cough, with which Dr. Fleming confounds 
it, and which moreover he calls an ephemeral dis- 
order, The terminal “ismus” is not common, and 
as far as I recollect only employed in connection 
with the idea of muscular spasm, e.g., Trismus 
Vaginismus. Now Dr. Fleming may be going to 
astonish us with the discovery of a pathological 
condition of muscle, which may be described as 
“paralytic spasm” and I am sure it will be a 
revelation to most of us, but I find no account of it 
in his book, and until he can enlighten us the ex- 
pression is just about as lucid as a square circle—in 
short, it is a contradiction in terms. “ Roaring” is 
certainly a very loose expression : but at all events 
it is short, intelligible, and sanctioned by use, and 
if we must choose, let us have plain English rather 
than bad Latin. Talking of bad Latin, I observe 
on page 69, the expression “we cannot examine 
the larynx per oram.” This phrase seems a 
favourite one of Dr. Fleming’s, as I noticed it in 
an editorial article in The Veterinary Journal for 
last July. I suppose he thinks it is the Latin for 
“by the mouth.” This is a very gross error, “ os” 
is neuter, and if it had been feminine the accusative 
could not be oram, Whatever we may think of Dr. 
Fleming’s scientific discoveries, his Latin is un- 
questionably original. I give a few more examples 
from his book, (page 80) “ processi musculares,” 
processi vocales,” “pars vocales;” (p. 84) “liga- 


Even “sacculus laryngealis” and “plice ary- 
epiglottice ’’ would run the aged horse hard in the 
discovery line. Dr. Fleming always exhibits great 
delight on finding a clerical error in the spelling of a 
foreigner’s name. In the case of Méller, whose name 
may also be spelt Moeller, or Mceller when Mr. 
Dollar made the trifling mistake of spelling it 
Miiller, Dr. Fleming’s method of calling attention 
to it was characteristic. He said that in spite of 
an ‘extensive acquaintance with the literature of 
the subject,” (Roaring) he had never heard of such a 
person. The inflated pedantry of this requires no 
comment. Foreigners constantly write our names 
incorrectly, and we may be excused for sometimes 
doing the same by them. In scientific books it is 
common to find the name of some individual spelt 
in various ways. The discoverer of the parotid 
duct is described as Steno, Stenon, and Stenson, and 
to come nearer home, people are not yet agreed as 
to the proper way to spell Shakespeare. Above all, 
quoting proper names is unavoidable: but no one 
is obliged to quote Latin if he does not know his 
declensions. ‘Turning to the account of the anatomy. 
physiology, and pathology of the larynx the old 
epigram suggests itself, that “what is true is not 
new,” and what little there is that can be called 
new is not true, a poor result for a quarter of a 
century’s study of the subject. Amongst the few 
points which shew any signs of novelty may be 
mentioned the statement that in roarers the sacculus 
laryngis is inflated during inspiration, causing the 
cord to be pushed towards the opposite side, (page 
112), and Dr. Fleming bases conclusions on this 
fact, (page 115) maintaining that it proves the 
share the vocal cord takes in the production of 
roaring, and that distention of the ventricle with 
air would alone produce noisy respiration. Per- 
haps it would: but the fact recorded is a mere 
guess, and precisely the opposite of what really 
occurs. The sacculus is inflated in expiration and 
collapses completely in inspiration. Anyone can 
see this for himself by exposing the ventricle from 
the side, without opening the larynx. The same. 
thing can be demonstrated on a schema which 
represents the physical conditions involved in the 
problem, and it can also be deduced theoretically. 
The explanation wili occur to any physiologist, and 
I hardly know whether it is worth while giving 
it, but possibly some of your readers may have for- 
gotten their physiology, so here it is. For brevity 
I shall refer to the air in the larynx and trachea as 
the tracheal air column. The sacculus laryngis is a 
bag with soft yielding walls, communicating with 
this air column. It is obvious that if the fluid 
pressure outside the sac is greater than that within 
it—or what is the same thing, in the trachea—the 
sac will collapse. Conversely if the intratracheal 
pressure is greater than that outside the sac, the 
latter will be inflated. Now the external fluid 
pressure on the walls of the sac is a constant one, 


viz., that of the atmosphere. The pressure inside 


the sac and in the trachea is variable, being al- 
ternately higher and lower than the atmospheric 
pressure, it follows that the sac must be alternately 


mentum arteriosus ;” (p.85) “ aditusad laryngeum,” _ filled and emptied as far as its attachments perimit, 
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In the pause preceding inspiration, the lungs and 
trachea contain air in equilibrium at the atmos- 
pheric pressure—this pressure remaining constant at 
one end of the air passage, i.e., the oral aperture, 
and ebb and flow is entirely produced by alterations 
of pressure at the other. Inspiratory dilatation of 
the thorax produces in the air column a fall of 
pressure below that of the atmosphere, and air enters 
in the direction of least ‘resistance, till equilibrium 
at the normal pressure is restored. In expiration, 
by elastic and muscular contraction, the pressure of 
the tracheal air is raised sufficiently high to over- 
come the resistance of the atmosphere as well as 
that produced by partial closure of the air passage. 
(larynx and pharynx). The pressure is therefore 
considerably higher than that of the atmosphere. 
In inspiration then the pressure in the tracheal air 
column is less than the external fluid pressure on 
the sacculus, and the latter must collapse. In ex- 
piration the internal pressure is greater than the 
external and the sac must be inflated; and what is 
seen experimentally can be deduced theoretically. 
It ought not to take a quarter of a century to think 
this out, and if a man performs his experimental 
physiology, like his surgery, by deputy, he owes it 
to his readers, at least to do a little thinking on his 
own accourt. I notice a few of those little in- 
nocent wiles which ill-natured people who have 
not realised the Doctor’s candour and sincerity are 
apt to misunderstand—and fancy were done with 
intent to deceive, such as a man who cannot decline 
“os” posing as so severely classical that he must 
affect the pedantry of writing narcosis with a k. 

On page 91 is a “view of the horse’s larynx 
during laboured inspiration seen from the mouth.” 
Having inspected a horse’s larynx during laboured 
inspiration, from the mouth, I must impugn the 
general correctness of the figure. I must however, 
make an exception in favour of the aged horse, I 
would not venture on any profane speculation as to 
the appearances internal or external of that venerable 
quadruped, as I do not wish to suffer from night- 
mare, 

At page 77 I find in a description of the horse’s 
larynx that the cartilages of Santorini correspond 
to the cornicula laryngis of man, the terms have 
long been synonymous in human anatomy, and it 
would be just as correct to say the cornicula laryn- 
gis of the horse correspond to the cartilages of 
Santorini in man. Referring to Chauveau’s Com- 
parative Anatomy (Fleming) strangely enough I 
find no mention of either of them in the descriptions 
of the larynx or in the index. 

The results of the operation are not stated, be- 
yond the assertion that they are most encouraging, 
so that we have no information as to the value of 
intralaryngeal excision of the -arytenoid to take us 
beyond—or even so far as—Méller’s work. It is 
assumed that practically every case of roaring de- 
pends on nothing but paralysis of the muscles which 
move the left arytenoid—there is no suggestion of 
carrying diagnosis further than this, either for the 
purpose ofeliminating unsuitable cases or adopting 
surgical measures for their relief. It is assumed 
that roarers are nearly always sound in other re- 


spects. What proportion of roarers, even with 
tracheal tubes large enough to completely relieve 
obstruction, ec.» |. through a severe run in deep 
ground or u ill as well as if they were sound ? 
Some can, | .a large number, I believe the larger 
number car ot. Why is this? We are told that 
emphysema . very rare in roarers. I have ex- 
amined a good many, post-mortem, and emphysema 
to a greater or less extent has been present in most 
of them. I do not say that my experience represents 
a fair average as it relates especially to old horses, 
and doubtless emphysema is more common in ad- 
vanced cases, but it cannot be very rare. Why does 
not the laryngeal stridor bear a more constant re- 
lation to the endurance of the horse? ‘These are a 
few of the points which need explanation and 
patient investigation if the subject of surgical in- 
terference is to be raised from the level of Inck, 
chance, and random experiment, to a scientific basis. 
lt is easy enough to secure an open glottis, not so 
easy to answer the question, will the open glottis 
permanently cure roaring? In many cases it will 
not, and if people expect that by excision of the 
arytenoid they will cure 90 per cent. of the cases of 
roaring, they will be disappointed. 

‘Ishould like to add a good deal more on the 
subject of excision of the arytenoid and also on 
anesthesia but this letter is already too long. 

R. H, 


ARE WE FAIRLY REPRESENTED 
IN COUNCIL? 
By J.C. 


‘The answer to the above qnestion by the majority 
of the profession would be, No—it is one-sided. A 
few of our representatives no doubt study the in- 
terests of the hard-worked practitioner, but when 
we find about one-fourth of the Council composed 
of professors together with eight or nine examiners, 
it looks too much like a clique. One thing however 
is certain, that increased college fees with the 
present lax system of examination will not benefit 
the practitioner, but only those in connection with 
the teaching institutions. 

Not many years ago before the examinations were 
re-arranged, it was not an uncommon thing for a 
veterinary surgeon to get a hundred guineas pre- 
mium with an out-door pupil; but now, prac- 
titioners have either to dispense their own medicines 
or take a pupil without a premium. We don’t 
want men in Council who make a special study as 
to which is the easiest way to pass a student through 
the College—for there are I’m afraid too many 
practitioners in this country already. Neither do 
we want to recognise anything in the form of a 
Veterinary College abroad, without making strict 
investigation as to the class of men it turns out: 
nor in any other way retard our progress or lower 
us in the eyes of the public. 

Some fresh blood infused into the Council cham- 
ber would be beneficial. We want men to represent. 
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us who know the wants of a hard-worked profession, 
who can form a conscientious opinion and hold 
their own without fear or favor. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES’ VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


The general Annual Meeting and Dinner of this 
Association took place on Friday, February 22nd, 
at the “Great Western” Hotel, Reading. Mr. G. 
A. Drewe (Abingdon) President, occupied the chair, 
and Mr. Albert Wheatley (Reading), the vice-chair. 
There were also present:—Sir Henry Simpson, 
Messrs. F. W. Wragg, J. D. Barford, Southamp- 
ton; Wm. Wilson, Jas. F. Simpson, J. P. 8S. Walker, 
Oxford, Treasurer; C. Carter, Guildford; Hy. G. 
Lepper, Aylesbury; E. J. Mellett, Henley-on- 
Thames; A. Everard Barlow, Reading; J. Varney, 
Winslow; Wm. T. Hatton, S. J. Blanchard, and 
Sydney H. Sloceck, A. A, Jones, Loudon; and H. 
Kidd, Hungerford. 

The minutes having been read and confirmed, the 
Hon. Secretary said he had received letters apolo- 
gising for inability to attend from several gentle- 
men, ‘They all regretted the absence that day 
through illness of their host, Mr. W. G. Flanagan, 

Tho Hon, Secretary proposed, Mr. Walker 
seconded the election of Mr. J. IHL. Wilson, 
M.R.C.V.S., Newbury, Berks, as a member of that 
Association, Carried unanimously. 

Considerable discussion followed as to the ap- 
proaching electien of Members of Council. Ul- 
timately the meeting decided not to bind the mem- 
bers in any way by a formal resolution. The name 
of Mr. Mulvey was mentioned during the debate, 
and met with the hearty approval of those present. 


The President (Mr. G, A. Drewe) then delivered 
his inaugural address, as follows :-— 


As I was not present when you did me the honour 
to elect me your president for the year, allow me to 
take the opportunity of thanking you on this oc- 
casion. 

It is not my intention to detain you long this 
afternoon, but I think a few words on our position 
as Veterinary Surgeons, may not be out of place. 

It is now nearly forty years since I entered the 
profession as a pupil, and the rapid strides it has 
made and the great changes that have taken place 
in it during that period have been of a somewhat 
extraordinary character, and I venture to prophesy 


are only characteristic of others to come still more. 


important and progressive. 

Chemistry, Botany, the knowledge of Anatomy, 
the study of parasitic diseases, have all contributed 
to its advancement. ‘To the microscope and the 
patient investigation of those whose province it is to 
make the use of it their speciality, we are indebted 
for the knowledge of those interesting changes 


which take place on the introduction of certain 
germs into the blood, producing specific diseases, 
thus rendering their diagnosis clear and definite. 

In Therapeutics great changes have taken place, 
and the drastic and heroic form of prescribing has 
given way toa more soothing and palliative mode 
of treatment which is very beneficial to our patients. 
Within my experience, to bleed and administer a 
purgative was the starting point with some prac- 
titioners in treating a great many ailments to which 
animals are subject. Horses were brought periodi- 
cally to be bled, the lampas were lanced and in some 
instances seared, and I remember in one situation I 
fulfilled, being ridiculed because I refused to pour 
boiling oil and resin into a sinus in a case of poll 
evil, Those days are happily gone by, and the pro- 
ceedings in connection with them relegated to 
oblivion. The introduction of subcutaneous injec- 
tions, suppositories, &c., have simplified the ad- 
ministration of drugs, and are in some cases in- 
dispensible, especially where the patient shews an 
amount of resistance to the ordinary methods, 
causing the very act of administration to do more 
harm than the medicine would be likely to do good. 

In operative surgery great advances have been 
made, and of the more recent are the various ex- 
periments for the relief of roaring. Great credit 
is due to the gentlemen who have carried on these 
operations, but I cannot help placing on record 
a mild protest against the way in which the opera- 
tions have been advertised to the public, when a 
great many of the profession were in ignorance on 
the subject, and before its practical value had been 
fairly tested. I trust that success may attend the 
operation, and that it may prove beneficial to the 
dumb creation. 

The Contagious Diseases Animals’ Act has been 
beneficial in checking the spread of contagious 
diseases. In connection with this Act, I am of 
opinion that more liberty should be given to Ve- 
terinary Surgeons as Inspectors, that they may 
be able to place any animal, or animals suspected 
of being in the incubative stage of disease in a 
state of quarantine to ascertain if the disease de- 
velopes itself, or in the event of exposure in a 
market, or fair, to detain the suspects for a certain 
time with the same objects. 

Whilst congratulating the Profession at large on 
the advances which have taken place, not only in 
the development of our art, but also in our social 
position, I cannot help thinking a great deal is due 
to associations of a kindred nature to the one whose 
anniversary we are commemorating to-day, and I 
trust that under the skilful management of our 
Secretary this society may still continue to prosper. 
1 have noticed from time to time a good deal has 
been said and written respecting the etiquette of 
the profession, and I hope this is a matter which 
will be taken to heart by all its members. The 
struggle to outdo one another in working at reduced 
fees, and in other ways overreaching our professional 
brethren, cannot but be detrimental to our interests, 
and injurious to the dignity of our calling. Let us 
trust, that as time rolls on, and our profession con- 
tinues to advance, we may be brought closer to- 
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gether and depend more and more on our motto, 
“ Vis unita fortior.” 

Mr. Barrorp referred at some length to the 
Grand Show of the Shire Horse Society at the 
Agricultural Hall. They all, he said, took great 

-interest in the breeding and improvement of horses. 
They were much mixed up with the agricultural 
interest ; and if carried out with judgment nothing 
would pay the farmer much better than the breeding 
of Shire horses; for never was the demand for ex- 
portation anything like so great as at the present 
moment. (Hear hear). He gave notice that at the 
next meeting he should propose that that Associa- 
tion subscribe to the funds of the Society. 

Sir A. Srupson called attention to a clay model, 
in the room, of a bust of the late Prof. Robertson. 
After that gentleman’s death, he said, Mr. Jones 
(now present) was asked by the students at the 
Veterinary College to approach Mr, Birch, A.R.A.,, 
with a view to getting a bust to place in the Board 
Room of the College. A cast was taken of the 
features of their departed friend as he lay dead; and 
the result they saw before them. The students had 
made one or two appeals for funds. Many veterin- 
ary surgeons felt that another bust should be ob- 
tained, to place in the Council Room of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. That meant 
money ; but two would not cost twice as much as 
one. He (Sir Henry) brought the matter before the 
Council of the College. He did not know that he 
could make any definite proposition, but he brought 
the matter to their notice, as Prof. Robertson was a 
gentleman whose memory deserved to be retained in 
the profession by some such memorial. (Hear hear). 

Mr. Waker said, he, like a good many other old 
practitioners, was rather misled by the circular in- 
viting subscriptions issued by the students, and he 
refrained from subscribing on the ground that he 
did not care to join the students. He thought they 
ought to subscribe without associating themselves 
with the students; and he had no doubt if that 
opportunity were offered to the profession plenty of 
subscriptions would come in. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Jones said the students were unanimous in 
their desire to get it up and to keep it to them- 
selves. Instead of going to the Council and asking 
for help they appealed to the profession individually, 
which he thought was quite wrong. (Hear, hear.) 
As they were young men he hoped they would be 
excused, 

Mr. Walker was quite prepared to subscribe 
personally, but not as a Society. He thought there 
was quite enough esprit de corps to carry it out if 
properly put before the profession, without touching 
the funds of any Association. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson thought they should allow the 
President of the College to start a subscription list. 
Whatever the Association might do as a body, of 
course he should himself subscribe personally. 

(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Barrorp in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the President said, he thought they had made an 
excellent selection, Mr. Drewe being a gentleman of 
good standing in the profession, much respected, 
and in every way qualified. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Wrage seconded with a great deal of 
pleasure. 
The vote was carried by acclamation, and briefly 


acknowledged. 
Tae Dinner. 


After the meeting the members above named, 
joined by Messrs, Giles Ayres, Perch, and other 
visitors, dined together at the Hotel. A capital 
repast was provided. The President was in the 
Chair, and Mr. Wheatley in the Vice. 


The CuatrMan suitably submitted the Loyal and 
Patriotic toasts. 

Mr. Jones responded for the Army, and Messrs, 
Lepper and Ayres for the reserve forces. Mr. 
Lepper remarking that the yeomanry afforded ex- 
cellent training for young men and young horses, 

Sir H. Smmpson proposed the toast of the evening 
“Success to the Royal Counties’ Veterinary Medical 
Association.” At first he feared the success of the 
Association, but he was very glad to find he was 
entirely mistaken; because, although they had only 
been about five years in existence they already 
numbered 55 members--all good, substantial men ; 
and all the meetings had been eminently successful. 
(Hear, hear.) They had had most excellent presi- 
dents; but they also owed a great deal of their 
success to having had such valuable “permanent 
officials” in their excellent secretary and treasurer. 
(Applause.) By confining themselves to scientific 
discussion and good fellowship, and eschewing any- 
thing that might lead them astray from the one 
object or the other, they would be doing their 
duty to themselves and to the profession. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Vice-CHarrman responded to the toast. 

The Hoy. Secretary then gave “Kindred As- 
sociations.” He said, not many years ago there 
were only four or five such Associations in existence, 
but now they numbered fifteen, besides the National, 
and another kad been either resuscitated or origina- 
ted in Ireland. Mr. Kidd coupled with the toast 
the name of a gentleman who had been frequently 
“chaffed” about being a member of nearly all 
those Societies—Mr. Wragg. (Applause.) 

Mr. Wraae returned thanks in a neat speech. 

Mr, Jas. Simpson proposed “Success to the Ve- 
terinary Profession.” ‘The Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Act is, they would all agree, a good one, and had 
been of immense service. There were some 903 
names on the original ‘No. 3” register; but as 
only forty-five deaths had been reported to the 
Secretary during the last eight years, the Council 
had thought fit to institute an enquiry, the result 
being that some 113 names had been removed from 
the Register. He coupled with the toast the name 
of Mr. Barford. He was a consistent man in every 
way, he approached a discussion free from prejudice 
or bias, and he was almost invariably in the right. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. Barrorp replied with particular pride and 
satisfaction. Referring to the great progress of the 
profession during the past forty or fifty years, he 
said, there was no doubt the cattle plague visitation 
of 1865, was the beginning of a new era in the 


— 


= = $4 


~ 


| 
| 
j 
| | 
i 
aust | 
| 
| 
» 
4 
d 
7 
‘ 
4 
| 


416 


[March 2, 1889. 


profession, not only were their services now sought 
and appreciated in sickness and accident, but he 
was happy to say principles of hygiene were much 
more considered, and their opinions asked as to the 
management of animals while in health. (Hear, 
hear.) Again, the status of the Army Veterinary 
Surgeon is now much more satisfactory than it was 
twenty-five years ago, a great deal of that being 
due to Dr. Fleming. (Hear, hear.) The Prince of 
Wales was a very warm supporter of the profession 
and the distinctions received by Professor Brown, 
Dr. Fleming, and a few others at the hands of the 
authorities showed that talent was appreciated. (Ap- 


plause.) 


Mr. Metietr gave “The Visitors,’ and Mr. 
Giles Ayres and Mr, Perch responded. 

Mr. Wrace submitted “The Health of the Presi- 
dent” in eulogistic terms. 

Mr. Drewr, in response, said, it was close upon 
thirty-one years since he graduated at the Veterinary 
College. The Profession had made steady and 
good advance, and he was sure it would continue to 
do so, both in the estimation of the public and on a 
scientific basis. (Hear, hear.) He had reserved 
to himself the pleasure of proposing the next toast, 
“The Officers of this Association,” purposely to 
express his thanks and gratitude to both those 
gentlemen for the way in which they had always 
supported the Society. (Applause.) He hoped 
they would long continue to be connected with the 
Association. (Applause.) 

Mr. Kipp and Mr. Waker acknowledged. the 
toast in appropriate terms, 

The Company then, on the proposition of the 
President, drank a speedy recovery and long life to 
the worthy host, Mr. W. G. Flanagan. 

During the evening some capital songs were 
rendered by the President, Messrs. Giles Ayres, 
Lepper, Perch, and others. 

H. Kipp, Hon. See. 


EXTRACTS. 


ROYAL MEDICAL & CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY 


Antinomycosis Hominis. 


A paper on acase of Actinomycosis Hominis was 
produced by Dr. R. Douaias Mr. R. J. 
Gopier, and Mr, H, H. Taytor. A morphological 
report of the actinomyces fungus obtained from the 
case was submitted by Professor Edgar Crookshank. 
A boy aged nine was admitted into the Brompton 
Hospital for an insidious illness of four months’ 
duration, attended with hectic symptoms, slight 
cough, and painful swellings on the right side of 
the chest. He was of somewhat tubercular family 
history, and the son ofa dairyman. The symptoms 
present were irregular fever, emaciation, slight 
cough, attended with pain in the right chest. 
Physical signs : Enlargement of the right side, with 
local swellings, elastic and painful in the infra- 
mammary and lower posterior-axillary regions, 
displacement of heart, complete dulness over lower 
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two-thirds of the right chest, with annulled respira- 
tion and vocal fremitus and weakened voice sounds ; 
a short bruit over the base of the heart; liver and 
spleen normal; slight enlargement of the glands 
in the right axilla and neck. Exploration of the 
pleural sac, resulted in the removal of some semi- 
solid yellow matter mingled with, blood, which on 
examination proved to be a degenerated tissue 
teeming with the ray fungus. The course of the 
disease was described. The naked-eye and micro- 
scopical appearances were fully illustrated, both in 
stained and unstained specimens. The supposed 
two varieties of the fungus met with in man were 
demonstrated to be one and the same, and the ap- 
pearances of the fungus in man and cattle were 
compared. Pure cultivations of the fungus taken 
from the wounds were shown, and the results of in- 
oculation experiments were given. Comments were 
made upon the clinical and pathological relations 
of the disease in the human subject, and upon the 
position which the antinomyces fungus must be re- 
garded as holding amongst the parasitic micro- 
organisms, 

Dr. Joun Harwey expressed his delight at seeing 
the elaborate and beautiful demonstration of the 
organism. The unprepared specimen was of in- 
terest to him, as it showed almost as well as the 
stained sections, and that the growth could be thus 
recognised was of great clinical value ; for, if looked 
for under the microscope, it could scarcely be 
missed. The case he brought before the Society 
some time ago agreed in all particulars with that 
of Dr. Powell, only that he could not convince 
himself that the fungus was present. 

Mr. Eve alluded to a paper on Actinomycosis he 
published in the Practitioner last May. A man 
aged sixty, a stable-man, came to the hospital with 
an hepatic swelling, which was incised and much 
soft granulation tissue evacuated. He was treated 
for syphilis, but without avail. A year afterwards 
ascites developed and the man died, and at the 
necropsy hepatic actinomycosis was present. Mi- 
croscopically it presented the ordinary appearances - 
of the fungus, but inoculation of a rabbit’s peri- 
toneum failed to produce growths. 

Dr. T. D, Actann, in referring to Dr. Harley's 
case, remarked that in the specimens he mounted, 
which were stained by ordinary methods, he failed 
to see the ring of unstained structures round the 
thread; he had since carefully re-examined them, 
but could not make them out. He thought it quite 
possible that when the distase was luxuriant the 
bimorphic character of the germ became more 
apparent, and it would sometimes take the one form 
and sometimes the other. He had submitted his 
specimens to both Coch and Israel, and they had 
nut before seen anything like them. Then again, 
Gram’s method of staining plainly demonstrated 
the presence of threads in man but not in cattle; 
in cattle the clubs would stain by any method, but 
in man they were most difficult to stain. Professor 
Crookshank had answered Dr. Harley’s objection, 
for he had produced an identical disease in the calf 
by inoculation, 
| Dr. Marxuam Sxernirr related a case under his 
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care in the Bristol General Hospital in 1886, which 
agreed in most points with the one under discussion. 
A man aged twenty-eight, a house decorator, com- 
plained of ill-health six weeks before admission ; 
then pain in the side developed, with signs of 
pleurisy, and when admitted the disease had al- 
ready advanced to the second stage—that of mi- 
gration from the lung. The patient had a tuber- 
_ cular family history, the father and brother having 

died of phthisis. Might not this tendency to the 
easy formation of granulation tissue make a man 
more susceptible to infection with actinomycosis ? 
The disease extended down from the lung into the 
liver, the abscess there being traversed by 
characteristic bands of fibrous tissue. The lung 
became quiescent, and was transformed into a 
uniform mass of connective tissue. He showed the 
specimen at the Cardiff meeting of the British 
Medical Association, and remarked then that he 
considered the disease identical with that infecting 
cattle. He was sure that the affection would be 
found much commoner than was thought. He 
recently met an army surgeon who had seen several 
cases in India similar to his, and veterinarians had 
met with cases of “ cancer with suppuration,” which 
were probably identical with actinomycosis. 

Dr. Powsr1t, in reply, regretted Mr. Eve’s paper 
had not attracted his attention, but his was the first 
case in which actinomycosis of the lung had been 
diagnosed in this country during life. 

Professor CrooxsHank thought that if Dr. Har- 
ley’s specimens had been examined and stained in 
the fresh state clubs would have been found. In 
Dr. Skerritt’s case the presence of clubs was at 
first doubtful, but on re-examination the clubs were 
easily detected. The confirmation of the diagnosis 
in Mr, Eve’s case had not yet been published. He 
was inclined to regard the actinomyces organism 
as polymorphic. In man the clubs would not stain 
well, but yet, when inoculated into the calf, cut 
sections from the latter showed the clubs beautifully. 
He was sure these cases were more numerous than 
had been thought, and had been frequently over- 
looked. It was one of the commonest diseases of 
cattle, occurring as “wens” and as lung disease, 
—— having usually been mistaken for Perl- 
sucht, 

Dr. Wernerep when in Germany had examined 
pus in four cases of actinomycosis, and could only 
demonstrate the mycelium ; the unstained clubs in 
his preparations had since been pointed out to 
him.—Lancet. 


ROYAL ACADEMY or MEDICINE 1n IRELAND. 
THE Horse. 


A meeting of the Pathological Section was held 
on November 380th. 

Dr. R. Guascow Parreson made some remarks 
on Epithelioma in the Horse. He said that epi- 
thelioma was an exceedingly rare disease among 
the domesticated animals, while among wild 
animals either living in confinement or in their 


natural state it was almost unknown. Mr. Bland 
Sutton had met with only two examples. One was 
in a Japanese wolf; the growth occupied the 
mucous membrane between the gums and _ the 
tongue. ‘The second example occurred in the anus 
of a dog. Mr. M’Fadyean, demonstrator of Pa- 
thology in the Royal Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh, had not met with a case, and both he 
and Mr. Sutton agreed in the observation 
that tumours from the penis of the horse were 
generally fibromatous or papillomatous, Dr, Pat- 
teson showed specimens he had obtained from a 
horse ten years old. The tumour was situated on 
the penis, and originated in a part the epithelium 
of which normally contained pigment, yet in no 
portion of the neoplasm could pigmented cells be 
found.—Professor Bennert said that it had been 
long familiar to pathologists that carcinoma, in the 
form of scirrhus, occurred in the lower animals. 
These cases were important as tending to disprove 
an absurd theory that cancer in man was a dc- 
scendant of syphilis.—Lancet. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland in the week 
ending February 16th, 1889, 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—There were 12 fresh outbreaks 
of this disease reported in Great Britain during the 
week: 8 of them were in the counties of Durham, 
Essex, Kent, Lancaster, and York (W.R.) in Eng- 
land, the other 4 were in the counties of Edinburgh - 
and Fife, in Scotland. The number of cattle 
affected was 54: 39 of which were in England ; 22 
of these cases were discovered in slaughtering out 
infected herds in Cumberland, while 11 of the 15 
cases in Scotland were in Fife, and several of tiese 
were found in cattle slaughtered which had been 
exposed to infection, The number of healthy 
cattle slaughtered because they had been in contact 
with the diseased was 291: of these, 254 were in 
England, 168 of them in Cumberland, while of 57 
in Scotland, 88 were in, Fife. In Ireland 4 fresh 
outbreaks occurred in the week, all of them in the 
South Dublin Union; 5 cattle were attacked, and 
83 healthy cattle in contact were slaughtered. 


Anthrax.—Only 1 fresh outbreak of this disease 
was reported in Great Britain, in Salop, where | 
animal was attacked and killed. One fresh ont- 
break was reported in Ireland, in which 8 animals 
were affected. 


Swine-Fever.—There were 80 fresh outbreaks of 
swine-fever reported on in Great Britain: 76 of 
which were in England and 4 in Wales. ‘The num- 
ber of swine attacked was 541, making with the 
diseased left alive the previous week a total of over 
a thousand diseased pigs to dispose of; only 169 of 
these were killed, 2U7 died, 37 recovered, and 549 
remained alive at the end of the week. In Ireland 
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there were 4 fresh outbreaks in the counties of 
Limerick, Kildare, Wexford, and Wicklow. 


Glanders and Farcy.—The only fresh outbreaks 
of Glanders reported in England were: 8 in the 
Metropolis ; 23 horses were {attacked, 21 of which 
were in the Metropolis, and 2 in Lanarkshire. 
There were 10 outbreaks of farcy reported: 9 in 
the Metropolis, and 1 in Worcestershire; 15 horses 
in the Metropolis, and 1 in Worcester were affected. 
In Ireland 1 outbreak of glanders, in which 1 animal 
was affected, occurred in Donegal. 


Rabies.—In England 4 cases in dogs were re- 
sage : 3 of them in the Metropolis, and 1 in Surrey. 
n Ireland there were 7 cases: 2 of them in dogs in 
Armagh and Kerry; 1 in cattle, in Monaghan; 2 
in sheep, in Co. Down; and 2 in swine, in Kerry. 


REVIEW. 


ROARING IN HORSES. 


To know what an author thinks of his own work 
it is usually sufficient to read his preface. Apply 
ing this test to Dr. Fleming’s new book we find no 
failing in the hopeful views so often expressed by 
him concerning the possibility of relieving Roaring 
by surgical means. We quote one sentence—“ I 
earnestly hope that obscurity and incurability will 
no longer pertain to it, and that the investigations 
as well as the surgical procedure which is here 
described and which has been already fully carried 
into operation, may remove Roaring from the 
list of the opprobria medicorum that still discredits 
Veterinary Science.” 

The operation recommended only occupies fifteen 
pages out of the hundred and sixty forming the 
book, and we need say nothing about it except that 
it consists of removal of the whole arytenoid car- 
tilage with the vocal cord on the paralysed side. 
No statistics are given of the cases operated on, in 
fact the results are disposed of in about five lines, 
as follows—“ This perfected operation has had most 
encouraging results, and so far as these go it might 
be anticipated that a very large percentage of 
horses affected with Roaring may be rendered 
serviceable, and perform their work without impedi- 
ment in respiration.” We suppose we shall have to 
wait for more definite results until the Army Ve- 
terinary Report appears. This caution on the part 
of the author is not to be complained of; we only 
regret it is a feature of such recent appearance. 

_ The book as a whole is decidedly good, and marks 
an advance in Veterinary Literature. In no other 
work can be found such a thorough consideration of 
the whole subject. We have a complete history 
of Roaring, its prevalence and distribution, its 
causes, symptoms and diagnosis. Writing of the 
causes Of Roaring, Dr. Fleming says—‘“ The question 
of heredity of predisposition is a very important 


‘Roaring in Horses” we eT Paralyticus), by 
George Fleming, ©.B., LLD., F.R.C.V.S., &c.: Price 6/-: 
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, King William Street, Strand, W.C. 


one for consideration, as, if it really exists. unlike 
climate it can be controlled. Of its existence I 
think there can scarcely remain a doubt.” We 
almost expected a less qualified statement than this, 
and rather regret that in a work which is certain to be 
accepted as an authority on the question this greatest 
of all causes was not more positively indicated. . 
That prevention is more important than cure is 
proverbial, and we cannot too strongly insist upon 
the fact that the use of unsound parents is the great 
cause of the acknowledged and increasing prevalence 
of Roaring amongst our horses. That Dr. Fleming 
appreciates this is clear from his remarks in the 
chapter on “ Preventive and Curative treatment of 
Roaring,” where we read “ Numerous and incon- 
testable facts pointing to hereditary predisposition | 
as a potent factor in the genesis of Roaring, it be- 
comes imperative, in order to diminish its frequency 
to exclude from breeding, be they males or females, 
horses which are already suffering from the defect.” 
It is often said that breeders are quite capable of 
taking care of themselves, and that if heredity were 
such a common event in the production of a mare 
they would find their interest in only using sound 
animals. To the first "part of this reply we quite 
agree, but the latter does not follow. Nearly all 
the breeders dispose of their stock before they reach 
the age at which most hereditary diseases become 
evident ; so that they sustain no loss by using the 
best shaped animals quite irrespective of any trans- 
missible defects they may possess. With racing 
stock hereditary disease may be even more profitably 
neglected, as if the progeny merely possess pace 
they can earn thousands before any serious defects 
appear, and then, having made a name, can be sold 
for large sums to other speculators who care nothing 
for the horse except as an instrument of gambling. 
Dr. Fleming’s chapter on the “ Prevalence of Roar- 
ing” is a most interesting one, dealing as it does 
with the disease in various countries and amongst 
various breeds. Very suggestive are some of the 
facts quoted, and to our minds extremely strong 
is the case made out, though not directly stated, for 
the belief that heredity is by far the greatest cause 
of the disease, and that it has been spread from 
Europe over nearly the whole world, through the use 
of unsound sires. 
Every member of our profession should obtain 
this book. Lven if the other chapters to which we 
have alluded had not been written, the one on the 
«Anatomy and Physiology of the Larynx” would 
well repay the cost and time of getting and reading 
it. The descriptions are clear and correct, and made 
extra intelligible by some good illustrations. Now 
that roaring is so prominently before the public it 
behoves us all to possess a correct knowledge of the 
disease, and to revive our memories of the structure 
and functions of the organ affected. The original 
operation,—about which we hope to hear nothing 
more—has been quite discarded. The present opera- 
tion really seems to warrant us in expecting good 
practical results, and if Dr. Fleming was once @ 
little hasty and too enthusiastic he has now offered 
us a book to which no objection can be taken, but 
which entitles him to the thanks of the profession. 


Ad | 
| ‘ 
f 
| 
4 i! 4 
i 
i 
a 
| 
i 

| 

| 
| | 

m* 
| 

i 
| 

| 
iim 

> q 
i 

| 
} at 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 4 
= 2 = 
4 | 
q 

te \\ 


March 2, 1889.] 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 419 


We must uot close this notice without a word as 
to the handsome manner in which the author 
acknowledges the assistance of Mr. Fred. Raymond, 
and we cannot do better than quote the exact words, 
“To him the success of the operative procedure on 
these horses is largely due; his perseverance, judg- 
ment, and expertness deserve the highest praise, 

‘and have elicited my warm admiration.” 

Messts. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox are the publishers 

and as usual their work is’ all that can be desired. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


Snails and Anthrax. 


That common snails, slugs, and other gasteropods 
or belly-footed molluscs are capable of spreading 
amongst cattle the deadly disorder called anthrax, 
has been proved by Herr Karlinski, who gives the 
results of his experiments in an interesting article 
iu the Centralblatt fiir Bacteriologie und Parasiten- 
kiinde. Karlinski’s plan is to feed the slugs on 
leaves dipped in a broth containing the deadly 
germs. He injects the excrements of slugs thus fed 
into mice, guinea pigs, and rabbits; whereupon 
these creatures are smitten with anthrax and die. 
The article is written to prove that the spores of 
the micro-organisms that cause the malady live for 
a considerable time in the stomach of slug or snail 
without losing virulence. 

The plants which these feed upon could scarcely 
fail to have the spores attached to them, should 
there be diseased animals in the neighbourhood. It 
is also well known that the dried excrement of the 
slug and common landsole are frequently taken in 
with the food of herbivorous animals, and that cactle 
often devour small species of the Limacide, or slug 
family, with the herbage. In that way the con- 
tagion would be spread. 


— 


Skin-Grafting. 


Mr. T. Assheton Smith, a Calcutta veterinary 
surgeon, has applied the principle of skin-grafting 
to horses. He tried the experiment (so Hospital 
" says) on a pony which had skinned its leg from 
knee to fetlock. As the wound got older the graft 
succeeded better, and the skins which Mr. Smith 
found most efficacious were those of frogs and 
chickens. 


Deaths from Hydrophobia. 

The Portsmouth Coroner (Mr. T. A. Bramsdon) 
held an inquest on February 19th on the body of 
James Percival Belsey, aged 19, a labourer in the 
dockyard. On the 18th of November Besley was 
walking outside Portsmouth with Clara Figgins, a 
domestic servant, when they were followed by a 
collie dog, which had come out of the fields. The 
dog at length sprang at the young woman, tearing 
her jacket. He then attacked Belsey, who in de- 
fending himself slipped, and the animal bit him 
about the face. Medical assistance was promptly 
obtained, and little was thought of the injury by 


Belsey, who was apparently well up to the 9th 
inst., when he complained of pains in the head. 
He gradually grew worse, and any reference to 
water brought on violent spasms of the muscles of 
the whole body. On being taken to the hospital he 
was very violent, where he died after great agony. 
Dr. Mumby, the medical officer, stated that the 
case was undoubtedly one of hydrophobia. The 
jury. returned a verdict accordingly, and the dog by 
which deceased was bitten was traced and shot. 


An inquest was held on February 19th at the 
Burnley Hospital, before Mr. H. J. Robinson, 
coroner, on the body of John Mackay, labourer, 19 
years of age, who died on Sunday at the hospital 
under peculiar circumstances. From the evidence 
given by the mother of the deceased, it appeared 
that her son had been ill since Thursday last, but 
went to work on Friday morning. On Sunday 
morning he ran down stairs and seized hold of the 
jug containing the milk, and took a deep draught. 
He afterwards complained that he could not breathe. 
He went to bed again, but could not rest, and kept 
walking about the bedroom. At night he was very 
violent in bed. Dr. Hart, the house-surgeon at the 
hospital, said he had made a post-mortem examina- 
tion, and found the deceased had died from hydro- 
phobia, The jury returned a verdict of ‘“ Death 
from hydrophobia,.” 


Pleuro Prosecution at Linlithgow. 

On February 18th, at a {Justice of Peace Court at 
Linlithgow, Mr. John Binnie, farmer, Park, pleaded 
guilty to a charge of contravening the regulations 
of the Local Authority by moving twelve cattle 
from Messrs. Macdonald & Fraser’s sale ring at 
Perth without having a proper declaration. He 
was fined £1. Mr. G. Walker, Kilpunt, Broxburn, 
was charged with a similar contravention, and Mr. 
Crawford, farmer, Rosyth, North Queensferry, was 
charged with moving five cattle from Cramond 
Bridge to Port Edgar. Both pleaded guilty, and 
they were fined £1 each. Mr. Campbell, Muirend, 
pleaded guilty to having brought cattle from Lon- 
donderry to Glasgow with an Irish Inspector's 
licence, and then taken them to Muriend without 
having received a Glasgow Inspector’s certificate. 
He was fined 10s. for each animal, and expenses. 


Giving Drugs to Horses, 

On February 19th at the Spalding Petty Sessions, 
Kdward Elkington, farm servant. was charged with 
administering poisonous drugs to horses, the property 
of his master, on February 11th. It was shown 
that for six weeks past defendant had been mixing 
oil of vitriol and blue vitriol in the water which he 
supplied to his horses. The attention of the man’s 
master was attracted by the glossy skins of animals 
in charge of defendant. It was stated that the 
drugs improved the appearance of the animals 
taking them, but the continued use of such drugs 
would eventually kill them.—Defendant said he 
knew a number of men who gave the horses drugs. 
—Fined 20s. and 10s. costs. 
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Horseflesh in Camberwell. 


Robert Carter, of Linnell Road, Camberwell, ap- 
peared to an adjourned summons for unlawfully 
preparing and depositing for sale, and intended for 
the food of man, in a shed at the rear of No. 1, Lin- 
nell Road. Camberwell, a quantity of horseflesh, 
which was diseased, unsound, and unfit for the food 
of man.—Mr. Besley prosecuted for the — 
{‘amberwell, and Mr. Elliott appeared for the’de- 
fendant.—Mr. Besley asked that there should be a 
substantial penalty.x—Mr. Elliott said he would 
leave the qnestion in the hands of his worship.—Mr. 
Newton said, after hearing the evidence taken upon 
the last occasion read, it was a question with him 
why he should not send the defendant to prison 
without the option of a fine. The proceeding of the 
defendant in doing what had been clearly proved 
was such as to bring about disease, and perhaps 
death to a large number of poor persons, who might 
consume in some form or another food prepared from 
the flesh sent out by the defendant. He ordered 
the defendant to pay a fine of £20 and £20 costs, 
and in default of distress two month’s imprisonment. 
An application for time in which to pay was ac- 
ceded to on defendant finding bail. 


Laneashire Veterinary Medical Association 


The Meeting and Conference on Parturient Apoplexy an- 
nounced for the 13th inst. is postponed to Wednesday, 27th 
nst., to enable members of the medical profession to attend. 


Operation on a Lion: 

The fine lion Jupiter, at the Clifton Zoological 
(iardens, Bristol, which is nearly 11 years old, 
having been cubbed in the gardens in the year 1878, 
was noticed last week to have a claw on the left 
fore paw growing into the flesh of its foot, which 
was gradually laming the animal. The lion was 
evidently in pain, and it was deemed advisable to 
remove the claw. <A close travelling cage was in- 
troduced into the den, and placed against one of the 
sliding traps in the partition. The animal having 
been induced to enter the cage, it was removed to 
the floor of the building, and another cage, com- 


posed solely of iron bars, placed endways to the 
door of the first cage. and the two firmly lashed to- 
gether. After some little trouble the animal was 
got into the second cage, which was so narrow as 
not to admit of his turning round. Heavy inch- 
and-a-half planks were then inserted between the 
bars, and the lion tightly wedged in. Up to this 
point he had submitted quietly, but on the intro- 
duction of the planks he splintered them up as 
easily as though they had been matchwood. At last 
he was firmly wedged in, and a little time was given 
him to cool down. A favourable opportunity for 
the operation occurred in a few minutes, his paw 
being partly through the bars. The head keeper, 
Blunsden, who was waiting with a powerful pair of 
nippers, seized the opportunity, and the offending 
claw was promptly removed. The operation, which 
was conducted by Dr. Harrison, treasurer of the 
Gardens, was absolutely necessary, as the claw had 
already grown more than half an inch into the foot, 
and would probably have killed the animal. 


Late Advertisements 
VETERINARY ASSISTANT WANTED 

| ono Assistant or Improver. One having had 
some practical experience preferred. Must be 

able to speak Welsh, and of strictly steady habits. 

Apply, stating age, experience, reference, and salary 

required to Ruypwen, Llanrwst, North Wales. 


TO VETERINARY SURGEONS 
AN M.R.C.V.S., aged 29, seeks either Assistantship 
or Managership. Understands Inspectorship 
duties and drag; business. Avuxitium, 20 Fulham 
Road, London, 8. W. 


TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
ME: Wm. A. Hurrell, M.R.C.V.S., has a vacancy 

for a well educated youth as Resident Pupil, 
in an extensive mixed country practice. Every 
opportunity for acquiring a thorough knowledge of ~ 
the profession in all its branches. ‘Terms moderate. 
South Minster, Essex. 


‘Terms of Subscription. 

for Great Britain and Countries in the Postal Union, 
including Canada and U.S.A. 

Twelve months, 

Six 

‘Three oe oe 

Extra Postage per annum: South Africa, West Indies, 
Australia and New Zealand 2/2; India 4/4. 


5 0 
7 6 
3 9 


Will Subscribers please notify the Publishers in case 
of not receiving ‘‘ The Record.” Notice of inaccuracies in, 
or change of address should also be sent to the Publishers, 
Messrs H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 


Terms for Advertisements. 
Business ANNOUNCEMENTS— 


Whole page £2 0 0O| Back page £3 0 0 
Half os 1 5 O| Half ,, 115 0 
Quarter ,, 015 0} Front Half page 2 0 0 


Professional Requirements 


Five lines or under 2/6 (exclusive of heading) each line 
additional, 6d.—an average of eight words in a line. 

For two insertions 4/-; for three 5/-; if more than five 
lines 6d. per insertion extra. 


Remittance must accompany the order, and if replies are to be 
address c/o Publishers, should include a few stamps to 
cover forwarding. 


All communications respecting spaces for ADVERTISEMENTS to be addressed to 


MESSRS. TINCKLER & McNAUGHT, 


57 Charing Cross, London, S.W. 


All communications to ensure insertion the same week should be delivered at the office not later than Wednesday morning 
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